








(Cont. from p. 1)

AB 3013 (Alby, Chapter 1089) Prohibits health care service
plan contracts from containing so-called “‘gag clauses”
which interfere with the ability of a physician to
communicate freely with his or her patients regarding their
health care options. '

SB 1478 (Solis, Chapter 711) Provides that if a health care
service plan contracts with another entity to pay claims for
covered services, the requirements of the Knox-Keene Act
relating to reimbursement of claims by the plan are not
waived.

SB 1805 (Rosenthal, Chapter 1094) Prohibits health care
service plans and certain disability insurers from preventing
a health care provider from disclosing to his or her patient
any information the provider determines is relevant to the
patient’s care.

SB 1847 (Russell, Chapter 260) Prohibits health care service
plans or other entities from penalizing a physician for
advocating on behalf of a patient, or for communicating
information to a patient in the furtherance of medically
appropriate health care.

Informed Consent

AB 2513 (Speier, Chapter 863) Requires written consent for
assisted reproduction, in particular, for the donation of
sperm, ova or embryos, and makes violators guilty of
unprofessional conduct and vulnerable to disciplinary action
against their license.

AB 2802 (Granlund, Chapter 890) Requires physicians
treating patients with DMSO preparations to inform patients
in writing that it has not been approved by the Food and
Drug Administration.

SB 1555 (Hayden, Chapter 865) Makes unlawfu] the
implantation of sperm, ova, or embryos without written
consent,

Telemedicine

SB 1665 (Thompson, Chapter 864) Allows physician-to-
physician consultation via telecommunication technology
over state lines without requiring a California license, and
makes clear that consultants are not to be responsible for
patient care. In addition, it imposes several requirements for
governing the delivery of health care services through
telemedicine, and prevents payers from refusing to pay for
services simply because they were rendered through
telemedicine and there was no “face-to-face” contact with a
patient.

SB 2098 (Kopp, Chapter 902) Authorizes the Medical
Board to develop a telemedicine registration program for
physicians not licensed by California but who wish to
perform interstate practice via telecommunication
technology. Any program developed must be placed in
statute by future legislation before it may be implemented.

(Other provisions, not relating to telemedicine, are
explained below, in “Other Significant Legislation.”)

Other Significant Legislation

AB 753 (Morrow, Chapter 454) The law allows licensed
physician assistants to assist podiatrists where the
supervising physician and podiatrist practice in the same
medical group.

AB 1974 (Friedman, B., Chapter 644) Requires peer review
bodies to report to the Medical Board’s Diversion Program
within 15 days of initiating an investigation of a physician
suffering from mental or physical illness sufficient to impair
his or her ability to practice medicine safely.

Requires the Diversion Program to monitor the progress of a
peer review body’s investigation, and report to the Medical
Board's chief of enforcement if it is determined that the
progress of the investigation is not adequate to protect the
public, as defined. Requires the Medical Board to
investigate the basis of all peer review actions taken within
30 days of notification, to determine if a temporary
restraining order or interim suspension order is necessary
for public protection.

AB 2125 (Figueroa, Chapter 790) Makes performing
“female genital mutilation,” also known as “female
circumcision” a crime. In addition, it requires the
Departments of Health Services and Social Services to
establish and implement appropriate preventative
educational programs to communities most likely to perform
this procedure.

AB 2588 (Morrow, Chapter 1035) Under certain conditions,
allows doctors to directly charge for clinical laboratory
services. The law further requires that before criminal
charges are filed against a physician for a violation of this
law, the Medical Board must have issued a reprimand for a
first offense.

AB 3111 (Margett, Chapter 1030) Provides for a limited
number of orthopedic physician assistants, only those who
completed their education between 1971 and 1974, and who
do not meet the requirements for licensure as physician
assistants, to provide services to physicians practicing in
orthopedics. Does not create a new licensing category.

AB 317! (Martinez, Chapter 382) Requires the Division of
Licensing to consider allowing credit for courses in end-of-
iife issues to meet the mandatory continuing medical
education requirement for license renewal. (Courses in end-
of-life issues accredited for “‘category one” credit are
approved to meet the continuing education requirements.)

SB 668 (Polanco, Chapter 13) Contains three provisions: 1)
allows optometrists to diagnose and treat certain eye
conditions; 2) requires physicians to ensure that their
patients are provided access to emergency medical care 24
hours a day; and 3) states that the failure to keep adequate
medical records constitutes unprofessional conduct, and
may result in license disciplinary action.

SB 1592 (Rosenthal, Chapter 41 1) Requires physicians who

change any name publicly used to identify their practice
(Cont. on p. 5)
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Helping Your Patient Navigate A Managed Care Denial

As more physicians and patients are involved in various
managed care plans, it becomes increasingly possible that
one of your patients will be faced with the denial of a
treatment or other medical service. While such situations are
never easy, there are some resources available which can
help:

« By law, every health care service plan must have a
procedure in place for receiving and handling enrollee
appeals and grievances. In most cases, the plan has 60
days to respond to the situation, but in urgent situations,
this drops to five days.

» When your patient feels that a requested service was
denied inappropriately, the first thing he or she should do
1s read the Evidence of Coverage booklet which plans are
required to provide each enrollee. If the patient cannot find
or never received one, they should be available from the
employer, or by calling the health plan.

* The Evidence of Coverage booklet is required to describe
the steps to take to initiate an appeal. While the appeal
must come from the patient or responsible party, you or
your staff can assist in preparing the appeal, by providing
information concerning the treatment request.

* Under Business and Professions Code §2056, it is illegal
for a plan to retaliate against a physician who acts as a
patient advocate in such circumstances.

* The patient should be prepared to comply with any
reasonable requirements contained in the appeal
procedure, and to provide any information the plan
requests, including record releases.

= If the health plan 1s unresponsive to the appeal, does not
meet legal time limits, or does not offer a resolution
satisfactory to the patient, he or she can request assistance

from the Department of Corporations, which regulates
health care service plans. The department has a toll-free
telephone line for patients to call for help. If the problem is
within the legal jurisdiction of the department, they will
send the patient a form called a Request for Assistance. It
is important for the patient to know that the Department of
Corporations cannot intervene until the patient has gone
through the appeal or grievance process set forth in the
plan’s Evidence of Coverage booklet. If the life or health
of the patient would be jeopardized by delay, the
department can take expedited action even if there has
been no appeal directly to the plan.

» Some plans require enrollees to submit to binding
arbitration of grievances. It is not necessary for the patient
to complete that process before filing a Request for
Assistance with the Department of Corporations. The
Department of Corporations’ toll-free patient
assistance line is: 1= 800 400 » 0815.

Telehealth & Telemedicine Summit
The nonprofit California Telehealth/Telemedicine
Coordination Project Planning Committee invites interested
health care professionals to attend California’s Summit on
Telehealth and Telemedicine and to receive a copy of the
report, “Telehealth & Telemedicine: Taking Distance Out Of
Caring.” Attendance is free of charge.

Telehealth & Telemedicine Summit
January 15, 1997 9 am.—I p.m.
Tsakopoulos Library Galleria, Sacramento Public Library
828 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2589

Please call (800) 230-2109 for more information.
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services to obtain money from the Nevada Medicaid
Program. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms
and conditions. August 12, 1996

GOLDFARB, ARTHUR N,, M.D. (A-19121)
Lancaster, CA

B&P Code §§490, 2234(a)(e), 2236, 2238. Felony
conviction for prescribing controlled substances without a
legitimate medical purpose. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’
probation with terms and conditions. September 12, 1996

GRAY, RICHARD M., M.D. (G-62758) Tampa, FL
B&P Code §§2234, 2305. Disciplined by Florida for
performing surgery on wrong finger of patient. Public
Letter of Reprimand. September 6, 1996

GRIER, JR., WILLIAM, M.D. (C-27781)

Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §§490, 2234, 2236, 2237(a). Misdemeanor
criminal conviction for failing to maintain inventory of
dangerous drugs. Revoked, stayed, 3 years’ probation with
terms and conditions. August 23, 1996

Help Your Colleague
By Making A Confidential Referral

If you are concerned about a fellow physician who you feel
is abusing alcohol or other drugs or is mentally ili, you can
get assistance by asking the Medical Board’s Diversion
Program to intervene.

The intervention will be made by staff trained in chemical
dependency counseling or by physicians who are recovering
from alcohol and drug addiction. As part of the intervention,
the physician will be encouraged to seek treatment and be
given the option of entering the Diversion Program.
Participation in Diversion does not affect the physician’s
license.

Physicians are not required by law to report a colleague to
the Medical Board. However, the Physicians Code of Ethics
requires physicians to report a peer who is impaired or has a
behavioral problem that may adversely affect his or her
patients or practice of medicine to a hospital well-being
committee or hospital administrator, or to an external
impaired physicians program such as the Diversion Program.

Your referral may save a physician’s life and can help ensure
that the public is being protected. All calls are confidential.
Call (916) 263-2600.
Medical Board of California
Physician Diversion Program
1420 Howe Avenue, Suite 14
Sacramento, CA 95825

GROSS, ROBERT L., M.D. (G-38941)

San Francisco, CA

B&P Code §§725, 2234, 2234(b)(c), 2238, 2242(a).
Stipulated Decision. Prescribed controlled substances
without medical indication and failed to keep adequate
treatment and prescription records. Revoked, stayed, 3
years’ probation with terms and conditions. August 8, 1996

HSU, SHU-DEAN, M.D. (A-33845) Visalia, CA
B&P Code §2234. Unprofessional conduct towards
hospitalized patient. Public Letter of Reprimand.
September 25, 1996

HSU, WEN-HSIEN, M.D. (A-36077) San Pablo, CA
B&P Code §2234(b)(d). Stipulated Decision. Failed to
recognize and properly treat a pericardial tamponade.
Revoked, stayed, 2 years’ probation with terms and
conditions. October 9, 1996

HUFNAGEL, V. GEORGES, M.D. (G-35472)
Beverly Hills, CA

B&P Code §2234(a)(b)(d)(e). Negligence and
incompetence in the care and treatment of patients,
excessive use of diagnostic procedures, and dishonest
billing practices. Revoked. September 3, 1996

JAKUBOWICZ, ISAAC, M.D. (A-33639)

Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §§2234(e), 2236(a), 490. Stipulated Decision.
Dishonesty or corruption and conviction of a crime.
Convicted in a federal criminal court of 3 felony counts of
filing false income tax returns in violation of 26 U.S.C.
72061(1). Revoked, stayed, 3 years’ probation with terms
and conditions, | year actual suspension. September 30,
1996

JOHNSON, DAVID MITCHUM, M.D. (C-42463)
Oakland, CA

B&P Code §§2234,2234(e), 725, 2236, 2242, Penal Code
§487. Stipulated Decision. Unprofessional conduct,
dishonest billings, excessive treatment or prescribing,
prescribing without a good faith prior examination and
conviction of a crime. On May 5, 1994, entered a plea of
guilty to | felony count of grand theft (487.1 PC) from the
Medi-Cal Program. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation
with terms and conditions. September 16, 1996

JONES, LINNEA J., M.D. (G-12945) Beachwood, OH
B&P Code §141(a). Stipulated Decision. Disciplined by
Ohio due to alcohol dependence. Revoked, stayed, 3 years’
probation with terms and conditions. August 16, 1996

JONES, RICHARD E., M.D. (G-4278) Los Altos, CA
B&P Code §§2234, 2234(e). Committed unethical and
unprofessional acts in becoming involved in a patient’s
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financial affairs and the preparation of her will. Revoked.
August 16, 1995

JOUVENAT, NEIL CLARK, M.D. (C-35838)

La Habra, CA

B&P Code §2234(b). Stipulated Decision. Gross negligence
during the delivery of an infant. The fetal head did not
readily descend. Persisted with a forceps delivery rather
than a Cesarean section. The infant sustained traumatic
forceps marks, a fractured clavicle and an attenuated spinal
cord which left the infant paralyzed. Revoked, stayed, 3
years’ probation with terms and conditions. October 10,
1996

KAMINSTEIN, PHILIP, M.D. (G-35592)

Rego Park, NY

B&P Code §§2234, 2305. Disciplined by New York for
inappropriately prescribing drugs without a medical
indication. Revoked. September 23, 1996

KARNS, ROBERT M., M.D. (G-7277)

Beverly Hills, CA ‘

B&P Code §2242. Stipulated Decision. Prescribed
dangerous drugs without justification and a good faith
medical examination. Suspension, stayed, | year probation
with terms and conditions. October 11, 1996

KHAN, FARHAT, M.D. (A-42057) Santa Ana, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b)(c)(e), 2261, 2262. Falsified
and/or altered patients’ medical records with fraudulent
intent. Removed the wrong ovary from a patient. Performed
an early amniocentesis to rule out neural tube defect
without documenting any medical indication or providing
genetic counseling for the patient. Revoked, stayed, 5
years’ probation with terms and conditions. September 7,
1996

LAHIRI, SUNIL RANJAN, M.D. (A-26336)
Bakersfield, CA

Failed to comply with the probationary terms and
conditions of prior discipline. Revoked. February 22, 1996

LEE, SHU-YING, M.D. (A-21852) Clovis, CA

B&P Code §§810, 650, 2261, 2234(e). Stipulated Decision.
Committed acts of fraud or dishonesty by offering rebates
for referrals and submitting false claims to insurance
companies. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms
and conditions, 30 days’ actual suspension. August 29,
1996

LEONARD, JAMES ROBERT, M.D. (C-37984)
Atlanta, GA

B&P Code §§2234, 2305. Stipulated Decision. Disciplined
by Georgia for failing to disclose to 2 hospitals a March 12,
1982 disciplinary action taken against him for prescribing
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controlled substances without proper documentation in his
office records. Public Reprimand. August 2, 1996

LEVINE, AARON D., M.D. (G-14512)

San Francisco, CA

B&P Code §§2238, 2239(a). Stipulated Decision. Unlawful
use of marijuana. Public Reprimand. October 10, 1996

LILLO, JOSE ALBERTO, M.D. (A-36763)

Lake Forest, CA

B&P Code §2234, 2234(b)(c)(d). Unprofessional conduct,
gross negligence, repeated negligent acts and incompetence
in the care and treatment of a pregnant patient. Failed to
admit the patient to a hospital for evaluation of heavy
bleeding, for continuous fetal monitoring, for the
performance of an ultrasound, for a biophysical profile
including a sonogram for possible delivery of the baby, and/
or for bed rest. Revoked. September 16, 1996

MARIANI, AURORA CUNANAN, M.D. (AKA:
MACAPINLAC) (A-33918) Waianae, HI

B&P Code §§2234, 2305. Stipulated Deciston. Disciplined
by Hawaii for pre-signing 16 blank prescription forms
which were completed for controlled substances by
unlicensed physician’s assistants. Public Reprimand.
August 16, 1996

MAXWELL, MARY SUSAN, M.D. (G-56377)

Boulder, CO

B&P Code §§2305, 14 1(a), 2234. Disciplined by Colorado
for substandard medical care and treatment of | patient
during a hysteroscopic endometrial resection/ablation
procedure. Public Letter of Reprimand. September 30, 1996

MITCHELL JR., THOMAS EVANS, M.D. (G-54207)
Pasadena, CA

B&P Code §141(a). Stipulated Decision. Disciplined by
West Virginia. In or about 1992 and 1993 falsely billed
patients and insurance carriers for services not rendered in
the field of anesthesiology and/or pain management. Public
Reprimand. October 9, 1996

MITREVSKI, PETAR JOVANOV, M.D. (A-24056)
Huntington Beach, CA

B&P Code §§2261, 2264, 2234(a)(e), 2286, 2415.
Stipulated Decision. During 1988, 1991 and 1994,
committed unprofessional conduct as he filed an application
for a fictitious business name permit which contained false
statements; tried to avoid sanctions in a civil lawsuit by
filing a false declaration and aided and abetted the
unlicensed practice of medicine. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’
probation with terms and conditions, 30 days’ actual
suspension. October 21, 1996

PARSONS, DIANA JEAN, M.D. (G-34993)
Berkeley, CA
Bé&P Code §2234. Stipulated Decision. Failed to timely



recognize and treat abnormal signs and symptoms of a
patient during the post-operative period, and failed to obtain
surgical consultations. Six months’ suspension, stayed, 2
years’ probation with terms and conditions. August 28,
1996

POLLOCK, LAWRENCE, M.D. (G-10908)

Pico Rivera, CA

B&P Code §§2234(a)(b)(c)(d), 2261, 2262. Mismanaged
the care and treatment of a patient due to prolonged or
improperly treated infection which led to the patient’s

death. Created false medical records. Revoked. September
2, 1996

REIMAN, JOHN KARL, M.D. (G-10817) Reno, NV
B&P Code §2234(a)(b). Failed to comply with the
probationary terms and conditions of prior discipline.
Revoked. February 5, 1996

RILEY, ANTHONY BRUCE, M.D. (G-62098)
Qakdale, CA

B&P Code §§2234(e), 2239(a). Stipulated Decision. Self-
use of drugs. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with
terms and conditions. September 9, 1996

SANKUS, ROBERT S., M.D. (G-8479) Stockton, CA
B&P Code §§2234(c), 2239. Self-use of alcohol and
repeated negligent acts in OB/GYN practice. Revoked,
stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms and conditions, 30
days’ actual suspension. September 16, 1996

SEIBERT, SUMNER 8., M.D. (G-16830) Antioch, CA
B&P Code §2234. Stipulated Decision. Unprofessional
conduct due to inappropriate conduct with a female patient.
Revoked, stayed, 2 years” probation with terms and
conditions. October 28, 1996

SEYDEL, FREDERICK KURTZ, M.D. (G-25341)
Petaluma, CA

B&P Code §§2234(a), 2238. Stipulated Decision. Arrested
for possession of controlled substances. Occasional use of
cocaine in personal life. Public Reprimand. May 21, 1996

SHELL, WILLIAM ELSON, M.D. (C-32361)

Beverly Hills, CA

B&P Code §§725, 2234(b), 2242(a). Excessively prescribed
Dilaudid. Revoked, stayed, 3 years’ probation with terms
and conditions. August 7, 1996

SWERDLOFF, FRED, M.D. (G-44654) Los Angeles, CA
B&P Code §§490, 2236(a). Misdemeanor conviction for
unfair trade practices. Revoked, stayed, | year probation
with terms and conditions. October 17, 1996

TAPIA, EUGENE H., M.D. (C-39156) Miami Beach, FL
B&P Code §§2236(a), 2285, 2234(a)(e), 2286, 17200,

2400. Conviction for presenting a false or fraudulent
insurance claim. Practiced under a false name without a
fictitious name permit. Revoked. September 2, 1996

THISTLEWAITE, EDWARD A, M.D. (C-16942)
San Marino, CA

B&P Code §2234. Stipulated Decision. Slapped a 9 year-
old patient while treating him for attention deficit
syndrome. Public Reprimand. August [, 1996

VALDEZ, MICHAEL SHAWN, M.D. (G-79406)

Loma Linda, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b), 2239, 2239(a), 2236(a), PC
§242. Stipulated Decision. Conviction for battery. Unlawful
use of amphetamines. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation
with terms and conditions, 120 days’ actual suspension.
August 1, 1996

YASHAR, SHADPOUR, M.D. (A-39871)

Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2236(a), 490. Conviction for
conspiracy to commit insurance fraud. Revoked, stayed, 3
years’ probation with terms and conditions, 20 days’ actual
suspension. October 15, 1996

DOCTORS OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

LAMPELL, HARVEY JOEL, D.P.M. (E-1494)

Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2261. Violated terms and conditions of
prior discipline. Dishonesty in billing. Revoked. September
26, 1996

TA, QUOC-HUAN VAN, D.P.M. (E-3735)

San Francisco, CA

B&P Code §2234. Violation of previous probation.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms and
conditions, 90 days’ actual suspension. August 29, 1996

WEINER, BARRY EVAN, D.P.M. (E-2459)
Sacramento, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b)(c)(d). Stipulated Decision.
Rendered a variety of podiatric treatments to a patient
which resulted in residual pain in the foot and ankle.
Suspended, stayed, 3 years’ probation with terms and
conditions. September 1, 1996

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

DAVIS, KAREN A. (PA-12439) Saugus, CA

B&P Code §§2234(e), 2239(a). Dishonesty in forging
prescriber’s signature to fill or refill prescriptions for
personal use. Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with
terms and conditions. September 9, 1996
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KING, GRANT MARCUS (PA-11127)

Lake Forest, CA

B&P Code §§490, 3527(a), 3531. Stipulated Decision.
Convicted of forging prescriptions to illegally obtain drugs.
Driving under the influence, and hit-and-run driving.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms and
conditions. October 24, 1996

PARAPATIS, SANDRA KAY (PA-10578)

Amarillo, TX

B&P Code §§2234(e), 2238, 2239(a), 2261, 3527(a), 4390,
H&S Code §§11150, 11152, 11153(a), 11170, 11173(a),
11350, 11377. Forged prescriptions for self-use of drugs.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years’ probation with terms and
conditions. August 9, 1996

SENGAL, TOUMSKI G. (PA-12782)

Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §§2238, 2239(a). Self-use of drugs. Revoked.
October 24, 1996

SURRENDER OF LICENSE
WHILE CHARGES PENDING

BALSAM, STEPHEN |J., M.D. (G-15349)
New York, NY
September 23, 1996

BERMAN, LEONARD, M.D. (C-17051) Amherst, NY
August 28, 1996

BLACK, MURRAY L., M.D. (A-28862) Yakima, WA
August 27, 1997

BROWN, IAN STEVEN, M.D. (G-29640)
Beverly Hills, CA
August 15, 1996

CHRISTENSEN, WARREN T., M.D. (A-29019)
San Jose, CA
August 2, 1996

COHEN, NATHANIEL M., M.D. (G-1904) Tucson, AZ
August 30, 1996

FELDMAN, BENJAMIN J., M.D. (CFE-9503)
Long Beach, CA
September 23, 1996

HEATHER, LOREN W., M.D. (CFE-14470)
Orange, CA
August 23, 1996

KHOURY, NICHOLAS F., M.D. (G-28575) Sanger, CA
August 19, 1996

Medical Board of California
Action Report
Januarv 1997 Page 11

MCCORMICK JR., THOMAS E., M.D. (C-19594)
Calistoga, CA
October 31, 1996

NISSMAN, HARVEY LEONARD, M.D. (C-38126)
Virginia Beach, VA
October 31, 1996

OREMLAND, FRED D., M.D. (C-17004) Kentfield, CA
October 1, 1996

UHLEY, MILTON H., M.D. (C-10122)
Los Angeles, CA
September 26, 1996

VELEZ, DAVID, M.D. (G-38890) Marysville, CA
August 15, 1996

WATSON, STANDISH J., M.D. (AFE-11165)
Placerville, CA
September 11, 1996

YANKASAMMY, SAMUEL DALANNA, M.D.
(C-38184)

Garden Grove, CA

August 22, 1996

Corrections

HILL, ROBERT DIXON, M.D. (G-13809)

Crewell, OR

In the July 1996 Action Report, we summarized the Hill
penalty: “Revoked. Default.” This was incorrect. In fact,
Dr. Hill received a stayed revocation, with 5 years’
probation on terms and conditions. We apologize for the
error.

In the October 1996 Action Report, we inaccurately
reported the basis of discipline for Irwin L. Lunianski,

M.D. The correct description is as follows.

LUNIANSKI, IRWIN L. M.D,, (G-14572)

Santa Barbara, CA

B&P Code §2234(b)(c)(d). Stipulated Decision.
Deficiencies in maintaining records of a long-term
patient. Public Letter of Reprimand. June 6, 1996

Note:

In addition to physicians and surgeons, the Action Report
will only report disciplinary actions against doctors of
podiatric medicine and physician assistants. Questions should
be directed to the appropriate committee on the back page of
this newsletter.
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